
STATE OF CALIFONNIA
CALTFORITA REGIONAL WAITR QUALI"Y CONTROL BOARr)

SAN TRANCISCO BAY REGION

CLEAI\IUP AFID AFATEMENT ORIIER NO: 9*226

ACME FILL COXPORATION
P.O. BOX ll0E
MARTINEA CAI,IFORnIIA 94553

The Catifornia Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (the Board),
finds that:

l ACME FILL Corporation owns and operates a lqndfiIl located at 950 Wat€rbird \fay in
Martinez, Calibrnia. The landfill consists of three waste parcels, designated as the North"
South and Eest Parcels.

2. The North and East Parcels are the focus of this Order. The North Parcel covers about
125 acres of former tidal lands and contains an estirnated l l million cubic yards of waste
materiaf primrily nnrnicipal solid waste with some hazardous industrial waste. No
wastes have been cccepted since November 18, 1989. The East Parcel which cov€rs
approximatdy 97 acresis an astive site and is permitted to accept mu*icipal waste,

3. The purpose ofthis Order is to establi* final requirernants fur leachate extrastion rates

and lmchate lsvel goats fur the North and East Parcels.

4. The Board adopted Waste Discharge Requirunents No. 9l-023 that required continued
operatiorr ofthe stosure of the lardfilt parcels. Furtlrcr, the Order established closure
requirernents for the facility allowing control and rnanagement of leachate and to prwent
degradation of state waters.

5. On Decenser 16',1992 the Board adoptd CAO No. 92-158 establishing a time schedul€
for snbmittal oftwhnical reports documenting the extractioq treatment and discharge of
leachate from the North Parcel.

6. On lune 16, lW} the Board adCIptd ArnEnded CAO No. 93-059 establislring a revised
time schedule for srbmittal ofteclmical re,port docunrenting the exraction, trefltmeot and
discharge of leachate &om the No*h Parsel af rates necessary to eliminate the leachate
mound withiq four years and to accomplish leachate level control ss nececsary for tlr East
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and South Parcels.

ACME is in vistation ofthese Orders because they did not achieve compliance with the
time frames establistred under the two CAO's.

Existence of a lqchato sround within thE North Parcel is an indication of a leachate
buildup, which has been caused by an upwelling of groundwater due to the Younger Bay
Mud consolidation, pecipit*tioq and lsok of an extraction $ystanrwith higher flow rates.

Wthotrt adquate leaohate removal rate$, there is a potential for cantinuod migration of
contaminants and'tkeat ofdischargsto surfrssweters and to wetlands.

The discharger has presei*ed ngn, information in tlreir tecbnical roport dsted Juty 28, 1995
.AddressingEstifireted Time to Reduce Lercftste in theNorth and East Parcels" indicating
that the leachate mound in the North Parcel cordd be re&rs€d within 5 to 11 years ifthe
leachate is extracted at an average sustaif,ed rate of 19 gpm.

ACME is currently extracting and treating leachate from the North Parcel at an
approximate flow rate of 25 gpm. The principal contaminants of concern in the leachcte
are anunonia {averaging qbout 5 B mgn} *nd totd dissolvd solids (averaging about 156
mg/t). The treaM plant is a biologicat aEtivatd sludge nitrification plaat with
powdered activaftd cason sdded to srhance treatment performance. The f&cility cossists
of tlree infufft equalization tenks, fwo aeration tanks, one clarifier, two effiue$
equalization tanks that provide zupplemenrary clarificatior" powdad activated carton
feed system, and pH control system.

The effiueirt is discharged to the Central Contra Costa Sanitary Sewer District s€wage
treatmeot plarrt. Based on current monitoring data, the plant is operatirg relatively
consists$ry ald is ashi€ving compliance with tfle discharge requiremmts of the sanitary
district.

This action is an Order to ett'orce thc laws and regulations administered by the Board.
This action is categorically exempt from the provisions of CEQA pursuant to Section
15321 of Resources Agency Guidelines.

The Board has notified ACME Fill Corporation and interested agencies and persons ofits
intent under California Water Code Section 13304 to iszue a Cleamrp and Abatement
Order arxt has provided them with the oppornmity for a public hearing and an opportunify
to subrnit theirwrittsr views and recocmendations.

The Board, in a prblic meeting heard and considered atl comments pertaining to th€
discharge.

Purzuant to Califiornia Water Code Section 13304, ifttre discharger fails to compty with
the provisions of this Order and qny strbsequent amendments, the Executive Officer may
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requ€st the Attorney Creneral to take appropriate enforcement against the discharger
incltding injunctive reliet, orthe Regional Board rr*y schedule ahearing to oonsider
requesing the Attomey Generat to take appropriate enforcement action against the
discharger, inctuding injunctive aild civil monetary remedies; or the Board may schdule a
hearing to administratively impose civil liability not to exceed one thousand dollars
($1W0) for each day the Order is violated.

IT IS IIEREBY ORDERED that, pursuant to Section 13304, Division T,Ctnpter 5, Article I of
the California Water Code that ACME FILL CORPORATION slrall cleanup and abate the
discharge as follows:

l. The discharger shatl maintain a mininrum of 22 gpmquarterly average leachate exfraction
rate frorn North Parsel until November l, 1996 and at quarterly average of no less thau 12
gpm therdfter.

2. The discharger shatl conrmence and zubsequentty maintain a minimum of 5 gpm quarterly
av€rage leachate e:<traction rate frorn East Parcel by November l, 1996. Prior to
November 1, 1996, the discharger mry treat leachde from the East Parcel as part of a
testing progftm which will b€ considered part of the minimum extraction rate required for
theNorth Parcel as identffid in l. above.

3. EffectiveNovember l, lgg6,the leachate CIrfraction is to be maintained at a minimum
outflow rate of22 gpm averaged over a calendar quaf,ter. To assure proper operation or
the treatment plant, the ortraction rates from the No*h and East Parcels rnay be varied as
long as the qua*erly averages of 12 and 5 gpm respectivety are maintaind.

4. Exraction rates established in item Nos. I and 2 above ar€ to be maintaind until

a, minimum leachate levels are no greet€r than I foot ebove mean sea,level

b. or ACME denronstrates to the satisfastion of the Executive Officer that batancp in
extraction rates between the two parcels wrlll more adequately minimiz€ tlre threat
to water quality

5. Upon achievement of leach*e le,nels as identified in item I,Io. 3 above, the discharger shall
contirue to Etdract leachate at the appropriote ratqs to maintain leachate levels within I
foot of mean sea level.

6. The discharger shall submit an anmral report, acceptable to the Executive Offica,
estimating the reduction of leachate during the year and revising prediction as to time
necesssry to eliminate leachate rnound within the North and East Farcels. The annual
report shall include a tabular and a graphical representation of the leachate mound,
showing the year and the eccomplishd reduction in leachate levelg and the estimeted time
remaiaing to reduce the leachate levels to below one foot of sr.rrounding groundwater
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levels. The first annual repofi is due in one year from the tirne ofthe adoption of this
Order.

If the annual reports indicate that leachate extraction rates are insuffcient to reduce the
leachate mounds in the two prcels within the urrrerrtly projected 5 to 10 year timeframe
or that CI*raction at these rates poses unacceptable risks ofleachate discharge to zurhce
waters, tbe Board will consider requiring higher extraction rates or installation of other
control facilities.

This Order zupersedes and hereby rescinds CAO No. 92-058 and amended CAO No. 93-
059.

9. Pursuant to Section 13304 ofthe Water Code, the discharger is hereby uotified thst the
Regional Board is entitled to, and may, seek reimbtrrsement for all reasonable cost actually
incurred by the Regional Board to investigate unauthorized discharges of waste and to
overs€e cleanup of such wa$e, abatement ofthe effects thereofl or other remedial action,
required by this order. Upon receipt of a hilling statenrent for euch costs the discharger
strall reimburse the Regional Board.

I, Loretta K. Barsamiarq Executive Ofrcer, do hereby certi$rthat the fiiregioing is a frdl, true and
cgrrect copy of an Order adoptd by the California Regional rffater Quality Control Board, San
Francisco BayRegion onNovember 15, 1995.

K. Barsamiaa


